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TothecC onoregation at Seep- 


ney .thar were the Auditors of this 
Sermon , All (ovenant-mercies 
be multiplied { through our Lord Ie- 


ſas Chrift. 


Shall not put my ſelf to 
the charge of 1mportu- 
ning your acceptance of 
this Sermon , being per- 
ſwaded that you whole 
ears were rycd lo faſt rothe Preachers 


| lips when it was delivered , will not 


diſdain to caſt your eyes upon it when 
it is trav{]ated from the Pulpit to the 
Preſs. Had not an unſavoury breath 
(that common tell-tale of a foul ſto- 
mack ) blowed upon it to infection, 
it had layen ſtill with its elder bre- 
thren in the dark Sepulchre of oblivi- 
on. Nor yet could that have raiſed it 
again , had not your affeQionate de- 
fire rowled ay ay the ſtone from the 

A 2 mouth 
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" Thet piſile Dedicatory. 


| mouth of the Sepulchre. You (it 


ſeems } firſt diſcovered other men 
digging pitsinthe field of my reputa- 
tion, to find the unknown treaſure 
of their own , and therefore thought 
the publiſhing this Sermon the beſt 
way to fill them up again 3 which [ 
readily aſcented to, that the Werld 
may ſee how e:ift;y inn» cence and plain 
dealing may be Bap izzd into the 
name of Faction ard vedition 3 nay 
that { Preached Rebellion and Trea- 
ſen, is charged upon this Sermon, 
meerly becanie. I ſpoke of ſinful 
compliance with the Ceremonies again{! 
conſcience 5 That | mentioned not 


either the King or his Government, , 


neither at that time nor at any other, 
ſave onely to pray for him, as by 
the Command of God | am bound to 
do, I have thouſands of Witneſles 
among you. 

How little my Sermons have been 
ſtuft with Stare -matters you can 
all rcſtifie 5 1 did detcrmine ts know 
nothing among you, ſave Jelus Crit und 
kim crucified. 


Ti.at | have not in this Seruicn ſpo- 
| ken 
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ken any thing of the nature of texp- 
fativns, &:. Is not onely becaufe the 
lubjet leads not direCtly to it, bur be- 
cauſe I have heretofore in twenty 
Sermons from Rev. 3. 10. handled rar 
ſubjet among you. 
| had thought I might Rave conti- 

m.e1 with you long envugh to Have 
out-lived my deſign upon tits Tex: ; 

but the wiſe God (in whoſe h inds my "Es 
times are) hath given ne a quittas eff, © * OY 
not onely in reterence to my place,bur 
to my conſcience alſo. 

The greateſt evil [ ſhill wiſh to 
th:1ſe thar ſucceed me, {hall be, that 
they may be as true to the intereſt of 
your precious ſouls , as | did aiways 
delire, and to my power endeavour 
to be: God is myrecord, that T (ought - "an 
ot yours but you. My care andprayer * 
hath always been that you might re- 
ceive heavenly treaſure out of a poor 
earthen Veſſel. 

I may ſay that no part of Gods ws. 24y. 
Vineyard in the whole Nation hath had 794255 4. 
more choyce and eminent labourers haps dee 
(my ſelfexc2pted) then this of Stepmey 2nd rill 
for ſeveral years together 3 and in this 3 Mrs 
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T he Epifile Dedicatory, 


Ro, 10. 1, 


Heb. 13. 


, . 
20,21, 


regard [ had a hard province to write 
after ſuch copies 3 but who looks for 
a Mans head upon a Childs ſhoulders ? 
nor will God require the improvement 
of ten talents where he gives but one. 

What good the Lord hath done by 
me, bleſs him for ; ſet my name to 
no more then the weakneſles and in- 
firmities that were diſcovered in my 
performances. 

I bave ground tohope that through 
the dew of Gods grace watering the 
ſeed of the Word , ſome were con- 
verted.ſome convinced, ſome confirm- 
ed;6& my hearts deſire and prayer toGod 
for all,ſhall be that they may be ſaved. 

Now the God of peace that brought 
again from the dead our Lords Jeſus 
that great ſhepherd of the Sheep, 
through the blood. of the everlaſting co- 
venart make you perfet in enery good 
work, to do his will , working in you 
that which is well-pleaſing in his ſight, 
through Feſus Chriſt , to whom be glory 
for ever andever, Amen- 
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TO THE 


InG@ txuous KreaDeR, 


=>, His Sermen had never boy- 
rowed one hour of thy 
light , could prejudice 
and 1ll will ( which ze- 
EF = ver ſpeaks well | have 
; i  ſuſferedit to have lin in 
darkneſs , it was honeſtly born , bat, 
anknown to the parent . it was bro. 4 
1 under a Canonical Paptiim , wher- t 
received the (ign of the Croſs, and (5 
is made Cr: cians though not Ct\4 't1- 
anus, had it but plexded the hol-1+7 
of veſtures , 82 - decency of a cerem-'n b 
no doubt XA 't's PUT T bid not bee 

ſogood, yet its cen;jure had nvt ral 


ba 
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To the Reader. 


The Author intended no more in the | 
delivering of it to his hearers , then « [ 
help to the delivering of them from the 
power of the Tempter. When ſhould the 
Watchmen give warning , but when f 
the Enemy is approaching ? and when A 
ſhould they call loudeſt jo ſpiritual 2 
watchfulneſs, but when they are neareſt f 
to the ſnares of ſpiritual wickedneſs 2 t 
This was the pradice of our Lord © 

Chriſt > watch and pray that ye en- y 
ter not into temptation, ( 
What it was in the Sermon that could I 
poſſebly offend , I cannot gueſs , unleſs 7 
the eighth head ; and I wonder not c: 
much at their offence at that , ſince it t 
appears they are weak, brethren. It is - | þ 
fad that men ſhould walk not as wiſe, *Þ 
but as fools , when the drift of the dif. "7 
courſe, was to teach them towalk not as c 
fools, but as wiſe 5 and that a Serman re 
of temptation , ſhould become a temp- FI 
(Pet. 3.3e Fation 3 thus is Chriſt himſelf a ſtone of oj 
| ſtumbling , whilſt they that ſo manrerly i 
bow their bodies at the name of Jeſus, i 
eannot bend their conſtiences to the truth te 
of Jeſus 5 but herein is that Scripture ſe 


joh 9. 9. f#1ſiled 3 For judgement I am come 
FE into 
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To the Reader, 


Into this World , that they which ſee 
not might ſee, and that they which 
ſee might be made blind, 

T here is ſomewhat ſpoken —_ 
ful compliance with Ceremonies, and not 
wuch; if it had been more it had not been 
much, coming from one that was born 
too Late to remember them pratiſed.and 
thinks he ſhoulsl live too long to ſee them 
impoſed : If to ſpe:+k againſt Will- 
worſhip and Superſtition , be a fault, 
( for that is my crime) who tan love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity , and at 
this time be innocent? I had rather be 
charged with frowardneſs before men, 
then to be charged with unfaithfulneſs 
before God. 

Expe# not Iliads in a mutſhel, 
much in this little , it being con- 
ceived but the day before it was born: 1 
reſolve a1 not to diminiſh one ſentence 
fromit , to make it moreexcuſable 3 ſo 
not to add one ſentence to it , to make 
it more commendable ; onely a little 
in the introdudion which I then omit- 
ted, and 'now to make what follows 
ſenſe, have added. 

It 


To the R eader, 


M it, 13.4 
comna rd 
with 9, 


It was lecd town on good ground, 


Preached to an honeſt congregation at 
Sepney , though lome fell by the way 
fide, and that che wicked one picked 
up : Thus as bold Thieves will dare to 
pick pockets at the very ba» of jndee- 
ment , jo Satan. will be ter:pting aud 
enſnaring , even when and where his 
ftemyvtations are diſc OVerine. 

This Sermon hah a diſorderly publi- 
cation, both in regard of diverſe Ser- 
mons that were preached before it on the 
fametext , and divers that ave to follov 
after it , but as this finds acceptance, 
ſo T at preſent purpoſe ts derl with the 
reſt, eithey to the cloſ*t or the houſe top. 

If any thing in it prove uſeful to thy 
ſoul ig the hour of temptation . ts God 
hav@Py prayſes, who deſerv:s then x 
and let him have thy prayers ho needs 
them, and who promiſesto be in return 


for theme 
Thy Servant for Jeſus ſake. 


eat. +M eade. 
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SEODENS BEG 


EPHES. 5. 15, 16. 


See then that ye walk circum» 
ſpealy, not as fools but as 
wiſe : Redeeming the time 
becauſe the days are evil. 


=O be good at all times 
KING is a Chriſtians duty, 
but to be good in bad 
times is a Chriſtians 
WI | glory ; to be a Lot 

—_— jn Sodom , a Job in 
he Land of Uz, a Saint in Nero's 
houſe ; To be blameleſs and harmeleſs, 
the ſons of God without rebuke, in the 
midſt of a crooked and perverſe Nati- 


on, 


Phil.z.1$ 


 Shivitua' Wiſdom 


Invenal, 


« To 
by z, 3, 


on,this is the credic of a Chriſtian pro- 
feflion. Bad times and bad manners 
too often corrupt ous nten : Peter 
was very zealous for Chriit among 
the Diſciples , but when he had been 
but a while in the Argh Prieſts hall, 
how doth he then deny Chriſt ! 

Joſeph had been but a while at 
(Court, and he had learned the 
Court-Oath, to ſwear by the life of 
Pharoah : The Iſraelizes were no 
ſooner mingled with the Heathen, but 
they forthwith bow and ſacrifice to 
their gods : they were mineled among 
the Heathen, and learned their works, 
ard they ſerved their Idols, Plal. 106. 


35,36. 


m— rex tots in agris 
Uninus ſcabie cadit, e5 porigine porcs. 


The Apoſtle Engliſhes it, 1 Coy. 15, 
33. Evil communications corrapt good 
manners. Sin is of a very leavening 
nature, A little leaver leaueneth the 
whole Iump, Gal 5. 9. And there» 
fore it is that Cod commands 1/-ael at 
their catring into Canaan , utterly . 

. to 
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to deſtroy all the Nations, to make 
no covenant, nor to marry with them 
why ? leſt they ſhould learn their 
manners and their cuſtoms. 

And this was the reaſon of this A- 
poſtolical S#ada, or t xhortation in 
the T«xt tu rhe Church of Epheſus, To 
walk circumſpeFly. | 

This Fpheſws was the Metropilis and 

' cheif Cityin Afamivor: A City much AR.15 27 
given to ſuperſticion and Idolatry ; 
there was the Tewple of the great 
Goddeſs Dianz, a City where the 
Preaching and profeſſing the Goſpel 
was much perſecuted 5 and therefore 
the Apoſtle Paul ſaiih, He fought with 
be a)74 at Fpheſus. 

Now what with ſuperſtition among 
them, and perſecution upon them, 
the days were very evil, and hence 
he gives them this counſel in the Text; 
See then that ye walk circumſpe@ls, 
n0t as fools but acwiſe ; redeeming the 
time bec..uſe thed ays are evil. 

The words have in them four 
parts. 

Firſt, Agreat duty enjoyned, See 


that ye walk circumſpedly. 
Secondly, 


1Cor. 14 
32, 


! 
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Doty. 


Spiritual Wiſdom 


Secondly , The injunGiion explain- 

ed, Not as fools but as wiſe. 

Thirdly , the explanation ampliti- 

ed, Redeeming the time. 

Fourthly, The reaſon of all urged, 

becauſe the days are evil. 

The firſt general, viz. The injuncti- 
on of a duty we have already ſpoken 
to, and'are come to the ſecond Gene- 
ral. viz. 

The explanation of the injunCtion, 
which (ets out to us the manner of 
this circumſpect walking , and that 
both negatively and affirmative- 
ly. 
d Negatively , Not as fools. 

Afhrmatively, But as wiſe. 

This negative caution which the 
Apoltle gives Chriſtians, mot to walk 
4 fools, doth imply in it this afhr- 
mative conelufion. 


' That there are many profeſſors of Re- 


ligion are fools in their profeſſi- 


ON. 


This I have ſpoken to at large 3 


and am now upon the explapation of 


the 


4 
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the InjunCtion, as wiſe, from whence 
we lay down this Allertion. 


That it is the Chrijiians duty towalk 
wiſely. 


] have explained che term, what it 
# fo walk wi ety. 
I have continued the Point, that it 
is the Chriſtians duty. 
| have, given you the properties of 
this ſpiritual wiidom. 
The fourth thing is toſhew you when 
this ſpiritual wiſdom is in ſeaſon. 
Anſw. At all times ſpiritval Wiſdom 
i5never nu7 of ſeaſon ? Solowon lays, 
There is a ſeaſon to every thing. and 4 
time to every purpoſe under Heaven. 
Yet there are two things he allots 
no time for, for fin, and tor holinels: 
He doth not ſay there is a time toſin, 
becauſe there is no time for that 5 
he doth nor ſay there isa time to ſerve 
God, and be holy, and wiſe to ſalvati- 
on , . becauſe all crime is for that. Holi- 
neſs and ſpiritual wildom is always in 
ſeaſon. 
But yet there are four peculiar 
ſeaſons 


Dor 


Eccl 1, 1. 
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ſeaſons of this walking wiſely. 

In times of outward proſperity. 

In times of outward trouble and af- 
fiction. * 

In timesof temptation. | 

In times of ſpiritual deſertion 

Where the wiidom of walking in 
proſperity lyeth , I have ſhewed you 
already in five things. Where the 
wiſdom of walking in affliction lyeth, 
I have ſhewed you 1h twelve things. 

Now in'the third place, I ſhall ſhew 
you that it is the Chriſtians duty to 
walk wiſely in times of tetmptation. 
And then ſhew you wherein the wil- 
dom of walking in temptation lieth. 

That it is the Chriſtians duty, to walk 
wiſely in the time of temptation : Chri- 
ſtian wiſdom is never more neceſlary 
then when we are aflaulted by that 
cunning adverſary. 

To clear 6» I ſhall lay down ſeven 
gradual concluſions. 

I. That the Saints of Ged are very 
incident to temptations from Satan ; 
theſe are the Buts the Devil ſhoots 
the arrows of his rage againſt ; the 
Pyrate doth not aſlanlt the empty 

Ship, 
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) Ship, nor the thief break open the 
poor mans cottage ; but where the 
priſc is there the onſet is. 

Grace will keep us from finning in 
temptation, but it will not keep us 
from ſuffering under temptation. 
Chriſt was made like to us, that he 
| might be tempted , and weare temp- 


> ted , that we imay be made like to 
Chrilt. 

The more a man 15s renewed and 

7 ſanCtiftied , the more 1s he tryed and 

buffetted ; the more Gud hath done 

þ for hin , the more will Satan do 

- * againſt him 3 the more God increafeth 


his grace, the more Satan diſtuibeth 


k his peace. 


3 0 Nay immediately upon the greateſt 
y diſcovery from God , the Saints have 
it the (oarelt batteries from Satan; When 
God diſcovers moſt of his love to us, 
N Satan will then diſcover molt of his 
rage againſt us;z if Chriſt doth but 
ry take us into the Banquetting-houſe,  _ 
5 Satan will preſently tead us into the 
)ts Wilderneſs. 
he Paul was no ſooner come down out 


Mty of the higheſt heaven, but he is (traight 
B way 
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2 Cor'tz, 


IMats3. 16 
comp. 
with Ma: 
4, Is 


Pl1. 119, 
11% and 
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Spirizual Wiſczom 


way ſet vpon by an Enemy from the 
loweſt hell. He had no ſooner received 
abundance of Revelations to comfort 
him, burthe nextnews1s a Meſſenger 
of Satan to buffet him. After that 
glorious revelation he falleth into a 
greivous temptation , infomuch that 
the joy of his ſpirit was much abated 
by the thorn in the fleſh. 

Thus it was with the Lord Chriſt 
himfelf ; he no ſooner heareth the 
voyce of God from Heaven, ſaying, 
This is my beloved Son, but immedi- 
atcly the [pirit from Hell cometh and 
queſtioneth his Son-ſhip 3 he was no 
ſooner gone up out of the water 
where hc was Baprized,bur he is forth- 
with lead up into the Wilderneſs to be 
tempted. 

And if he did thus to the green tree, 
what will he not do tothe dry © SO that 
it 1s clear, that the Saints of God are 
very incident to temptations from 
Satan. 

Secondly , Man is very weak at befi 
to withſtand temptations when it is leaſt. 
So long as God holdeth us up we can- 
not fall 3 but if God giveth us up, 
wc 
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we cannot ſtand. It is mans weakneſs 
to preſume upon his own ftrengrh, 
when as his beſt ſtrength 1s but weak- 
neſs. 

Peter promiſes not tolcave Chriſt ; 
but when 'the temptation cometh, 
then he leaveth his promiſe. To per- 
fiſt in duties of ſanctification, and to 
reliſt in caſes of temptation , both 
theſe are mans work to do, but we 
mult have Gods ſtrength to do them. 
How vain is man to think himſelf any 
thing , when without Chriſt he can do 
nothing. 

Thirdly, We have in our natures much 
for temptation to work, upon : Our 
corrupt hearts are like Tinder, apt to 
take when the Devil (triketh fire. He 
that promiſcth himſelf that the frame 
of his heart will be the ſame under a 
temptation as it was before, may as 
well promiſe himſelf that though he 
fall into the water, he ſhall be dry,be- 

cauſe whilſt he was upon the ſhoar he 
was not wet. 

It is not with Chriſtians as it was 
with Chriſt ; when Satan came to 
tempt him , he found nothing in him, 
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no carnal principles, no ſecret Juſt, no 
corrupt matter to faſten his temptati- 
ons uron. The Prince ef this World 
cometh and hath nothing in me , Joh. 
I 4. 30. 

Sur it is otherwiſe with Chriſtians : 
Satan hath for the compaſiing his ends 
a ſure party in our own buſom : When 
Saran beleagureth us without, fin is 
ready to betray us withm. 4 mans ene- 
mies are they of his own houſe. 

Chriſt had only che ſuffering part of 
temptation when he entred into it, 
but we have alſo the ſinning part of 
it. Though when Satan came to 
Chriſt, he tound nothing in him; yet 
when he comes to Chriſtians, he finds 
much in them. 

1 hough beleivers are not in fin, yet 
there 1s lin in beletivers; much Juſt re- 
manieth in the beſt. Where grace is it 
deſtroyeth (ins power, but it doth not 
deſtroy its preſence. - Though we are 
ſandtified in every part, yet we are 
ſandGified but in part. Though Regene- 
ration taketh much fin out of us, yet 
Temptation findeth much fin ſtyl in vs. 
T here is w:uch tor temptation to work 
UPON, 
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upon, and therefore we have nced to 


walk wilely in temptation, 
Fourthly , Satan with ercat Cunning 
ſuiteth his temptations io mans nature 
and diſpoſition 5 as he larh great 
malice, as being a Devil , fo he hath 
great knowledge, as benig an Angel; 
and as his knowledge is great by inte- 
Iigence , ſoit is heightned by cxperi- 
ence. For he hath been trading with 
ſoul, well nigh fix thouſand years. 
He doth not love to ſail againſt the 
Wind , norrow agiainl(t the tide; he 
ſuitsthe temptation without us, to the 
laſts and corruptions within us, and fo 
hath Wind and Tide with him. If he 
meet with Peter, he dealeth with his 
carnal fear, with Davids luſt, with Jo- 
zahs paſſion, with Drotrephes his ain- 
bition. 
Oh how wiſely doth it behove us to 
walk in temptations | 
Fifthly , Ar all Saints are tempted fo 
commit ſin, ſo many commit tie ſin to 
which they are tempted : As Satan is 
always very treacherous, ſo he is often 
very proſperous. He cannot make vs 
fail finally, but yet he maketh us fall 
B 2 


3 fre- 
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frequently : He doth often bruiſe owr 
heel , though he cannot break our 
head. He bloweth the coal of luſt in 
David, and how quickly doth it flame 
in Adultery and Murder ! Though $a- 
tan cannot break our backs,yet he may 
break our bones , and fend us halting 
to our Graves; and theretore we had 
need walk wiſely in temptation. 
Sixthly, 4 man maywithſtand a temp- 
tation at one time, ad yet fall ander the 
ſame temptation at another : For the 
influences of grace may be more at 
one time, and leſs at another 3 a mans 
own heart may be ina watchful frame 
at one time, and in a ſleepy, carnol 
frame at another 3 and Satan then 
comelt ſooneſt when the heart is ſe- 
Mark 73. cureſt. It is the beletvers duty to 
Py watch always , but the beletver is not 
always in that duty, 


— — 


Now it Satan commeth once and . 


findeth him watching , he will go and 
come again when he may find him 
ſlecping. | 

Satan 1s not for ever conquered, be- 
cauſe he 1s once reſiſted ; What he 
failethinat one time, he attempteth 
at 
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at another. When h- left Chriſt, it was 


with an intent to come again, Lk. 4. 
13. Whex the devil had ended all the 
temptation , he departed from him, 
for how long f for a (ſeaſon 5, 41 xau?, 
until another opportunity : for he let 
upon him again. Foh. 14. 30. 

We ſhall never be out of Satans 
reach , till we come into the bulom 
of Jeſus Chrilt. 

As Chriſt ſometimes leaveth us, and 
then returneth again 3 ſo doth Satan. 
Chriſt leaveth us,to make usact grace, 
and walk more (trictly; Satan leaveth 
us, to make us lay aſide grace, and 
walk more remilly. 

When Chriſt departs, we are apt to 
becaſt down, and to fay we ſhall ne- 
ver ſee comfort 5 When Satan de- 
parts , we are apt tobe lifted upand 
to ſay, We ſhall never fee trouble; 
When as both withdraw . to return 
again 3 Chriſt with-draws that he 

may return with the greater mercy, 
and Satan withdraws that he may re- 
turn vvith the greater fury. 

7. In every temptation the ſoul runs 


8 grcat hazard of eternal deſtru/tion : 
B 4 The 
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The deſign of the Tempter is the 
ruine of the Beleiver: As the deſign of 
Chriſt in Regeneration is to ſave the 
ſoul 3 ſo the deſign of Satan in tempta- 
tion is todeſtroy it. Our bleſſed Re. 
deemer would fain make vs as happy 
as himſelf in Heaven, and this curſed 
tempter would fain make us as miſe- 
rable as himſelf in hell. He that kept not 
his own ſtation, grudgeth us ours ; it is 
matter of his envy that we ſhould pol- 
{els that habitation which he lo ſinfully 
left 3 and therefore his work on earth 1s 
to hinder us In our working for Hea- 
ver He invieth us everlaſting crowns of 
Righteouſneſs, when he himſelf lieth in 
everlaſting chains of darkneſs ; and 


therefore he would fain defile us here, þÞ 


that ſo he might deſtroy us for ever. 

Sorely therefore if at all times a 
Chriſtian therefore ſhould walk wiſely, 
then in time of temptation more eſpeci- 
ally. 

Query, But you will ſay, where lzeth 
the wiſdom of walking in a time of temp- 
tation* Suppoſe T am much exerciſed with 
temptations of ſeveral kinds, wherein 
doth thewiſdom of walking conſiſt at ſuch 
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[ ſhall anſwer the queſtion in thirteen 
particulars. 

I. In ſubmitting to'the Will of God 
in temptation. Thereis no temptation 
befalls us but it is according to the 
Will of God : God willeth our trials, 
that he may try our wils, whither 
they will bow to his will or no: A 


—, 


C 
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Chriſtian ſhould ſay,the Will of the Lord **** 4 


be done, though he be undone 3 much 
more he ſhould be contented when it 
is the Will of God he ſhould be tryed. 
God ordereth, and diſpoſeth, and 
timeth all our temptations: Satan can- 
not do what he pleaſeth but what God 
pleaſeth. 
He had not power to touch Job till 


. God gave himleave ;and when he had 


power he could gono farther then the 
wiſe Gag gave him order. In tempta- 
tion tis not what Satan will, but what 
God will. 

Yet how frowardly do many of the 
Children of God carry themſelves in 
temptation, ſpeaking hardly of God, 
asif he had forſook them, becauſe he 
ſuffers Satan to buffet them ? 

Now thep, If I ſubmit to the will - 
Go 


lob [,. 13s 
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Pro. 38, 
26, 


Mat. 26, 
33. 


& 26 34. 


God in temptation, and ſay, Although 
I could rejoyce to be rid of this temp- 
tation , yet it is not fit I ſhould chuſe 
my condition , then I walk wiſely in 


temptation. 

- 2. Prdiſclaiming ſelf confidence,and 
not truſting to or own ſtrength : Self- 
confidence uſually meeteth with ſome 
ſad miſcarriage for its recompence. 
Satan defires no greater advantage 
againſt us, then to find us in our own 
ſtrength when he commeth to aſſault 
us. Salomonlaith , He that truſts in 
his own heart , isa fool 5 Why a fool? 
becaule he is ſure to be deceived. So 
fooliſh was Peter 5 Though all men for- 

Jake thee , yet will not 1. What ? 
deny my Maſter the Son of God , my 
Redeemer | Whar deny the blefled 
Jeius ? Thou art Chriſt the Con of the 
living God ; and therefore though 7 


Mat- 16,6 ſrould die with thee , yet will F not deny 


thee; and yet who forſook Chrilt lo 
ſadly as Peter 2 he doth not. onely for- 
{ake him but forſwear hun, 

The ſtrength of a beleiver lieth not 
in himſelf but in his Saviour 3 God 


can overcome Satan without -our 


hands, 


— 
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hands, but we cannot ſo muchas de- 
fend our (elves without his arm : He 
can do all things without us, we can 
* do nothing without him. He isthe 
ſtrength of Iſrael. _—: 
And therefore when the Apoſtle 
layeth down directions for the with- 
ſtanding temptations, he giveth this 
as his firſt counſel, Be flrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might 5 Ephc-5-! 
Gods power is gfeater to help us, then 
Satans is to hurt us : As without Gods 
leave he cannot tempt us; ſo when he 
doth tempt, God will not leave us; 
when Satan doth his worſt to throw us 
down, God will do his beſt to make 
us ſtand : As we are kept by the power 
of God to ſalvation : lo we are kept by ,p.,; « 
the power of God from temptation. 

Now then,if in temptation I diſclaim 
ſelf-confidence , and reſt upon divine 
opnipotence, if I ceaſe from my own 
ſtrength and rely upon the ſtrength of 
God,then do I walkwiſely in temptation. 

3. In diſtinguiſhing between tempta- 
tions from God and Satan. Sometimes 
God tempteth, and ſometimes Satan ; 

> Godtempteth for good ends, war 
10T 
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for evil ends. God rempreth to try 
grace, Dent. 13. 3. The Lord your God 
proveth you, to know whether ye love the 
Lord your God with all your heart. 

Thuzi1t is ſaid , God tempted Abra- 
ham,Gean. 22 1. It was to try his faith 
and obedience. 

Thus he tempted Hezek7ah,2 ( hron. 
32.31. God left him to try him, that he 
might know all that was in his heart. 

But Satan temp&th to deſtroy 
grace, not totry it. 

As the deſign of 'temptation is the 
ruine of grace, ſo God is ſaid to tempt 
n0 man 

Pet.1, 6, Butasthedeſignof temptationisthe 
7. tryal of grace, ſo God tempteth every 
man. God tempreth tor probation, 

Satan for reprobation 3 God when he 

Mart.7 :z tempteth, cometh with his fan, to fan 
out the chaff and rubbiſh, but to keep 

inand preſerve the wheat; but Satan 

when he tempteth , cometh with his 

ſieve, tolet out the whear.but to keep 

4 *- inthe rubbiſh: The fan caſteth out the 
worſt and keepeth in the beſt ; but 

the fieve keepethin the worlt.8; caſt- 

eth out the beſt. So God by his remp- 

tations 
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rations purgeth corruption out of us, 
and nouritherth grace in us: But Satan 
by his temptations laboiireth to con- 
firm fin, and weaken grace. 

Cod tempteth becauſe he wou!d 
have us ſtand,Satan tempteth to make 
us fall : God rempteth to purge out 
fo,that when Satan tempteth he may 
not take advanrage againſt us byour 
ſia;God tempreth to cleanſe corrupti- 
on out of us, that ſo when Satan com- 
eth he may find nothing in us 5 God 
tempteth us becauſe he love: h us; Sa- 
tan tempteth becauſe he hateth us : 
Gud tempteth to make uslike Chriſt; 
Satan tempteth to make us leave Chriſt 

Now then,it | diſtinguiſh aright be- 
tween temptations from God, and 
temptations from ſatan;between thoſe 
that are onely to try grace, and thoſe 
that are todeſltroy grace ; that [ may 
improve the former, and refiſt the lat- 
ter,then do I walk wiſely in temptation. 

4. It i5 wiſdom not to bring 9ur own 
reaſon to the trmptation,but to bring the 
temptation to ihe blood of Chriſt. Vain 
manthinketh inthe ([trength of hisown 
reaſon to out-argue the tempterzthis1s 


to ſhoot with Satan in his own Bow. 
| x To 
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Toargue with him, is, as the Pro- 
verb hathit , To light a Candle to the 
Devil. 

Yet how ready are we to parley 
with him ! when he knocks at the 
door, how aptare we to look out at 
the Window | 

Eve ventureth to treat with him 
about the forbidden fruit , and from 
treating {he falls to eating, to the 
ruine ot a whole World at once. Can 4 

Pro.6.:7, Man take fire in his boſont,and his cloaths 

28. not be burnt * Can hego upon hot coals, 

and his feet not be burned £ | 

Realon 1s but a carnal Weapon, but 

our enemy is ſpiritual 3 and therefore 

Eph.s 12 the weapons of our warfare muſt not be 

Cor 10.1 Carnal 3 he mult be !piritually ſubdued: 

2 The blood of Chriſt can quench temp- 

tation, Reaſon cannot. Satan faith to 

carnal Reaſon, asthe evilſpirit did to 

Sceva's (ons, Jeſus I know, and Paul 

AR.19.14 know, but who are you ? andit leaped 
:5,16- mwpor them, and overcame thent. 

Bring Reaſonto a temptation, and 
it beareth down that;but bring a temp- 
tation to the blood of Chriſt, and it 
cannot ſtand before that. 


Now 
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Now then, if I oppole not tempta- 
tions by my own reaſcn,bur bring them 


; tothe blood. Chriſt to extinguilh them, 
- «Þ then I walk wiſely intemprtation. 
5. It is wiſdom to lay in proviſion in 


time of temptation 5 To ſture the 
heart withſome what that may keep 
temptation out- There is Goſpel pro- 
viſion, which if laid up inthe heart, will 
keep out all temptation from entring 
to hurt; and that is the ſexce of the love 
of God in Chriſt. Though we be under 1, is. 
temptation, yet this will keep us from #1. 
entring Into ten pration, 

Senſe of the Loveof God in Chriſt 
doth conſtrain grace, and rcſtrain fin; 
it ſtrengthens the new man,and weak- 
. ens the old ; and there temptation ne- 
ver proſpereth, where grace flouriſh- 
eth, and fin withereth. 

Now chen, If I lay in ſuitable provi- 
ſion in time of temptation,that may be 
a help to preſerve me when Satandoth 
aſlault me,then I walk wiſely in temp- 
tation. 

6. The wiſdom of walking in tempta- 
tion lieth in fighting Satan with Scrip- 
tureIVeapons. There 1s not a temprta- 
con 
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tion of Satan which the word doth not 
arm you againſt. 

It is ſtoried that a.certain Jew ſhould 
have poyloned Luther, but was pre- 
vented by his Picture which was ſent 
to Luther with a warning from a faith- 
ful friend, that he ſhould take heed of 
ſuch a man when he ſaw him;by which 
means Lxther knew the Murderer, and 
prevented thedefign. 

The Scripture doth not onely warn 
us, and ſhew us the face of thoſe luſt, 
which Satan worketh by to deſtroy us, 
but it armeth us againſt them : Satan 
isneverſo worſted as when Scripture 
weapons are uſed : Thoſe ſhafts ſtrike 
Satanto the quick that are taken out 
of Gods quiver. David with ſtones 
out of the Brook {lays Goliah, that 
enemy of Iſrael 3 fo with ſtones out 
of the Brook of Scripture , may we 
conquer this enemy of God and ſouls. 

When the Lord Chriſt was forty 
days together combating with Satan, 
he uſeth onely Scripture Arguments. 

When he tempts him to turn ſtones 
into bread , Chriſt anſwers him with 
Scripture, It is written, man liveth y' 
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by bread alone,but by every word that pra- 
ceed:th out ofthe mouth of God,Mat.4..4. 
| When he tempts him to caſt hun- 
|, felf down from the Pinacle of tte 
Temple,Chrilt urgeth Scripture again. 
| Tt is writtes, Thou ſhalt not tempt the 
. Lord thy God, verl. 7. 

And ſo when he tempteth him ro 
worſhip him , ſtill © hriſt oppoſeth 
Scripture to the T cmpter Nt is written, 
thouſbalt worfhip the Lord thy God,and 
hin onely ſhalt thou ſerve, vert. O, 

Thus the Lord Chriſt tetcheth ar- 
guments out of Scripture, and with 
theſe puts to flight the Tempter. 

The Word of God hath « power in 
it to quaſh all Satans temptationsz do 
but oppoſe his aſſauls with Scripture 
commands, and he will never be able 
to ſtand. And therefore the Apo- 
[tle giveth good advice in this very 
cafe of oppoling Situn, Frhef7 6. 17. 
Take the Sword of the ſpirit, whith is the 
IFord of God. 

So that if in temptations I oppoſe Sa- 
tan with Scripture weapons, it | urge 
Scripture injunctions againlt the Ser- 
pents ſuggeſtions, and {ov ſer Gods 
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wiſdom againſt Satans cunning , then 
I walk wiſely in temptation. 

7. It iswiſdom tu look upon temptati- 
on as broken aud overcome in Chriſt. and 
to conſider Satan as aconquered enemy : 
This will not make us the leſs caretul, 
but the leſs fearful: All the temptation 
that befalthe peopl. of God,arz alrea- 
dy overcome in Chirilt: For this purpoſe 
the Son of God was manifeſted, that he 
might deſtroy the works of the Demil. 
1 Joh. 3.5. 

The Lord Chriſt was a common per- 
ſon . andthar not onely in his death, 
but in his lite 3 Chriſt was not born for 
himfelt, but for us; to us a Child 3s 
born . ts us a Sor is given, He did nut 
obey for himſclt but for us; By the obe- 
dience of one, ſhall many be made righ- 


. teous. He did nor dye and (uffer for 


hi:: ſelf, but for us 3 He was made a 
curſe for us. 

Whatever evil Chriſt did undergo, 
he underwent it for usz he was temp- 
red for us, he broke Satans head for us. 
As when Adam was tempred, in being 
3 common perſon, we were all temp- 
t<din him, and he falling in the temp- 
tation, 
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tation , we fell in him. Ommnes eranms 
ille unus homo. So when the Lord 
Chriſt lived 1n the world , and was 
tempted by Satan, we were tempted 
in him, and when he conquered , we 
conquered inhim 3 ſo that we are more 
then conquerors through him that loved 
us, Rom. 8. 37. Saran now through 
the victory of the Crofs is a conque- 
red enemy: He tights againſt the mem- 
bers of Chriſt wi:h broken Weapons; 
for the Captainof our falvation hath 
ſpoiled Principalitics and Powers. 

So that if | look upon temptation 
as brouken.,and Satans power as {poiled 
and overcome by the death and Croſs 
of Chriſt , then 1 walk wijſcly in temp- 
tation. 

2. If the temptatiou travel with « 
dilemma or diffculty on each hand, and 
the Chriſti, in chuſeth that © dog of the 
FYRO, that is for the glory of God, 
though grievons to the-fleſh, rather then 
that part that is profitable and egratif, ying 
to the fleſh, but tending to the diſhonor 
of God, then he walks wiſe ly. 

Sometimes. the people of God are 
brought to ſuch ſtraights by tempta- 
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tion, thar eit};er they muſt fin much 
toavoid (utfering , or ſuffer much to 
avoid tinning : their own carnal ad- 
van:age and outward faftety lyeth 
through (in, but th- glory of God lieth 
through ſuftcring. 

Sach a dilemma was that which the 
three Chillren were brought into by 
their temptation, Day. 3 11. they mult 
cither turn or burn 3 cither they muſt 
bow to the Image the King had ſet up, 
or burn inthe Furnace he had cauſed 
to be hear. 

If they worſhipped the Image, they 
ſhould obcy the Kings Command, bur 
then the (broke the command of God; 
if they did not worſhip, they ſhould 
Prove 7 the © Kings diſpleaſure , but 
then th cy kept in Gods favour:Tt they 
did werthi in, they diſhonoured the 
Gcd of Sjow t - it they did not Wor- 
ſhip they provoked the King of Baby- 
lon. ; 

Here is the dilemma 3 now lee how 
wiſely they chuſe, verl. 17, 18. If it be 
ſo, our God whom we ſerve is able to de- 
liver us ſrom the fiery furnace , and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 
King : 
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King : But if not , be it known unto 
thee, 0 King , we will not (erve thy 
gods, nor worſhipithe Image which thou 
haſt ſet up. 

What a choyce Spirit is this 2 not 
found in cVvVcery houle where the pro- 
feſſion of Religion is hanged out at 
the door. How many in this hour of 
temptation are caught in this inſna- 
ring trial - what ſay ſome ? Cume let 
us rather conform to the cerenmomes, 
then loſe our liberties ; rather let us 
bow at the name of Jeſus, then loſe 
all for the ſake of Jeſus ; ir is better to 
baptize with the crols, then to bear 
the Croſs, and to wear a Surplice,then 
to pinch our carkaſls. 

Thus many (it 1s to be feared) de- 
{troy their conlciences, to keep their 
places 3 and conform againſt their 
judgements, to preſerve their profits; 
this is as1f a man to ſave his hat ſhould 
loſe his head, or as if a man ſhould fink 
the Ship to avoid the ſtorm. Alaſs poor 
ſouls,how are they fallen inthe hour of 
temptation |! ; 

Suppoſe a man was put to this, 
either he muſt ſwear Canonical obedt- 
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ence, or he muſt be pur to lilence ; 
either he mult proſtitute the ſeals to 
all, or he muſt Preach to none; Either 
he niult take up the ceremonies , or 
lay down the Miniſtry ; This would be 
a grea; temptation 5 which part ought 
a main to chuſe in this caſe £2 

Wiy, you will ſay , It is pitty but 
ſuch a man ſhould preach ; | but it is 
greater pltty that he ſhould fin ; you 
will ſay he may do much good ju his 
. Miniſtry would he but conform. [ but 
| he wuſtnot do evil that good may come 
01 it. If I ſuffer for conſcience ſake, 
God is honoured 3 but if I fin for Gods 
ſake, he is diſhonoured ; for my lye 
and 3. 7. cannot advance his glory 5 and there- 
forethe reſolution of the three chil- 
dren is a good pattern, we will xot 

worſhip the image thou haſt ſet up. 

So thar if when temptation brings 
me under a dilemma, T chuſe that part 
of the dilemma which is for Gods 
glory, thoughto my loſs, rather then 

. that part wich is for Gods diſhonour 
and my gain,ther 1 walk wiſely in temp- 
tation. 

9, Wiſdom lies in a diligent endea- 
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vour to improve grace by temptation. As Ex0.1-12 


the 7ſraelites were multiplied by being 
oppreſſed 5 ic is (id The more they 
were affliFed the more they grew 3 loa 
true 1ſraelite the more he is ren. pred, 
rhe more is his grace increaſed:astrees 
are the deeper rooted by the wind that 
molt ſhakes them.{o beleivers are moſt 
ſtrengthned by the temptations that 
moſt try them. | 
Temptation is the Devils bellows 
which he brings to blow out the ſpark 
of that heavenly fre that is in us 3 but 
as the breath of the bellows makes the 
fire flame the more , fo the blaſts of 
temptation make grace increaſe the 
more. God hath an over-ruling hand 
over temptarion , and he turns them 
to good when Satan intends them for 
hurt,and makes grace proſper by that 
very means whereby Satan hopes to 
make it wither. Thus can God out- 
ſhoot Satan in his own Bow. #® 
So then, If I labour to grow ingracein 
time of temptation, if I turn a tempting 
ſeaſon into a growing ſeaſon , then doT 
walk wiſely tn temptation. 
IO, It is wiſdom in temptation to uſe 
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40 indtrecs means for riddance , but t0 
r-jt #101 the promiſe for deliverance. 
I ncic i» 20 temptation that can befal 
us, Þvt God bath made a ſuitable pro- 
raile ro releive us3 that ſo we might 
not fink..ly deliver our ſelves, bur pa- 
ticntly relt on him for deliverance. He 
hath promiſed to tread Satan under our 
feet, to bind the ſtrong man,not to ſuffer 
us to be remnted above what we are able, 
but 10 make a way for us toeſcape,that we 
may be able to bear it. O that Chriſtians 
would ſtudy the promiſe, and converſe 
much with thepromiſe;. in time of 
temptation. God hath promiſed never 
totorlake ns, and therefore never let 
us forſake the promiſe. There are three 
things very remarkable in every pro- 
mile. 1.The faithfulneſs of the Father 


wha gives it, 2. Ihe grace of the Son 


which is the matter of it.3.The power of 


the Spirit which atcompliſheth it. The 
faithimlneſs of the Father who make 
the promiſe gocd to us. The 
grac: of the Son makes the pro- 
miſe ſweet tous. The efficacy of the 
ſpirit makesthe promiſe good in us. So 
that the promile is a ſyre reſting place 
for 
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for atemprted ſoul. Now then, if in 
temptation uſe no indirect nfeans for 
riddance,but reſt ,pcn the promiſe for | 
ule deliverance, then do 71 walk wiſely in | 
temptation. 

I 1. The wiſdom of walking in tempta- 
tion liethin not yeilding to temytation. 
Tempration trom Satan is our ſufter- 
iog, butir is from our elves if it be- 
comes our fin : the Devil may flatter 
us, but he cannot force us : He may 
provoke , but without our conſent he 
cannot prevail: He may tempt us unto 
{in,but he cannot tempt us into fin : He 
could never come into the houſe if we 
did not open the door : Every wan is 
tempted ; When? when he is ailaulred? 
no, but when he is drawn away of his own 
luſt and enticed. The true procreating 
cauſe of fin isin every mans ſoul;Satan 
; 3 the Father of temptation , but the 
heart is the Mother of fin. Suggeltion 4s - 
without could do nothing, were it not 
for corruption within ; it 1s not callidi- 
tas diaboli decipientis, but voluntas ho- 
| minis conſentientis;outwardcraft could 
| do nothing without inward luſt; Satan 
woes our wills, but we will our own 
WOCS.T? zip m2; nf, $8 gxCP wneupr _ > 
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_ the fireisinour wood, though it be the 
Devils flame 3 we may do the Devil 
wrong (as bad ashe is) to lay all our 
{ins at his door, as though we were in- 
nocent;For though the Baſtard be got- 
ten by him,icis conceived and brought 
forth by us. This is an old trick, as old 
as Adam: when God asketh him, Haſt 
2eN-3-17 ehou eaten of the tree I forbad thee ? 
mark how he ſhifteth it off; the woman 
which thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave 
me ofthe fruit of the tree and 1 did eat. 
And when God comes to the woman 
and asketh, hat is this that thou haſt 
done ſaithſhe , the Serpent -beguilded 
me and I tlid eat. Adam (hifteth the 
fault from himſelf tothe Woman, and 
ſhe from her ſelf to the Serpent. But 
had not they been willing what could 
the Serpent have done?if weare temp- 
ted, it is Satans fault; but if we yeild.,it 
is Our guilt. Sceva at the ſiege of Dyrra- 
chiym 1o long alone reſiſted Pompeys 
Army, that he had two hundred and 
twenty darts ſticking in his ſhield , 
and loſt one of his eys, and yet gave 
not over till Ceſar cameinto his re- 
ſcue. Under the Law if a man met a 
Damſel 
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Damſel and lay with her, if ſhe con- 
ſented thereto ſhe dyed , but if the 
cryed our ſhe was innocent and ac- 
quitted. So if when Satan aflauits us, 
he obrains conſent from us, we die. for 
ſen when it :+ finiſhed. brings forth death; 


But if we cunient nor , but cry out to 


Chriſt for help again{t temptation, we 
ſhall be delivered. So that if [ ſtand 
out and yeild not when temprartion 
comes, if I conſent nor tothe fin che 
temptation leads to , it rhough Sa- 
tan perſwades, yet he prevailes not 
then Iwalk wiſely in temptation. 

12. Thewiſdom of walking in temp- 
tation, lyethin praying much , when we 
are tempted much ; this is the Lord 
Chriſts own coun'el, Watch and pray 
that yeenter not into temptation. 

Prayer is faiths recourſe to the foun- 
tainof ſtrength, to fetch help and ſuc- 
cour againſt the Tempter; in praying 
much, when we are tempted much,we 
counterwork Satan in his defign 3 for 
one of his great deſigns in temptation, 
is, to ſtop the ſtreamof prayer. Chriſt 
ſhould be moſt ſought when we are 
molt aſlaulted.P axthad a ſtrong temp- 
| tation, 
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tation, and he made ſtrong ſupplicati- 
on. 3 The thorn in his fleſh cauled the 
groans of hisſpirit:7he Meſſenger of 84- 
tan comming to buſfet him , made him 
ſend many a meſlage to Chriſt to come 
and ſupport him. For this I beſought the 
Lord thrice,Cthat 1s often) that it might 
depart from me. When Satan doth his 
worlt incempting, a C hriſtian ſhould 


* dohis belt in praying. There are four 


things eſpecially which ſhould be the 
matter of 'our Prayer in temptation. 
Pray that our grace may be above our 
tryal. Pray that Temptation may firſt 
SanGtified tous.then removed from us. 
Pray that though. we ſufter by tempta- 
. tion yet we may not fin in temptat1on, 
deliver us from evil. Pray that Chriſt 
would not be ſo far from us, when Sa- 
tan is ſoneer tous; that 'when we are 
under the greatneſs of Satans malice, 


:Cor. 12, WE may be under the experience of 


3. 


Chriſts promiſe;who hath ſaid,-2y grace 
3s ſufficient for thee. Faiths diligence for 
preparation , in the hour of the ſouls 
temptation, lies much in ſupplication 
Satan may tempt us, but if he hnd a 
praying frame of heart, he cannot hurt 
us-I have heard of a malicious woman 
who 
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who gave her (elf to the devil, provi- 
ded that hewould do a miſcheif to ſuch 
a neighbour whom the mortally hated; 
the devil went once and again todo his 
errand, but at laſt rerurns and vels her 
he could do no hurt to that man :; for 


whenever he came , he found him ei-- 


ther reading the Scriptures or praying. 
There 1s no voice God loves better, or 
that Satan likes worſe then the voice 
of prayer.One of the fathers calls it Di- 
aboli Flagellum, the devils w hip totor- 
ment him:The Apoſtle when he would 
teach us to ſtand agaigft Saran, bids us, 
pray always. He thatPraycrh much 1s 
leldom taken in tin, but he 18 never ta- 
ken with lin ; he ſeldom adts it, but he 
never likes it. Now then if temptation 
doth not make me lay afide duty, if I 
turn times of temptation,into times of 
ſupplication, it when [ am in greateſt 
danger [| run ro Chriſt for help and ſuc- 
ccur,then ds I walk wiſely in temptation. 

13. It is wiſcuom when Satan is temp- 
ting, for as to be beleiving; all the Chri- 
{tians ſtrength and comfort is fetched 
without doors, and he hath none to 
ſend of his errand but faith. In temp- 
tation thy work is tobeleive, and then 
God 
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56.2. God will do the reſt. Therefore ſaith 
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David, At what time T am affraid, 1 will 
truſtin thee , he tels God he will make 
bold to ſtep into his houſe, whentaken 
ina ſtorm, and doth not queſtion his 
welcome. Tt isone means of nreſerva- 
_ to beleive that God will preſerve 
s. As the duty that Satan hates moſt, 
pike duty of praying3ſo the grace that 
Saran oppoles moſt,is the grace of be- 
lieving; all his remprationsare levelled 
at the ruine of Faith. .He may tempt 
thec to {insagainit the law, to unclean- 
neſs,vnjuſtice, but this is nor his ul- 
timate end, his*great deſign heth a- 
gain(t thy intereſt in the Goſpel; what 
ever {in he tempts thee to, his aim 1s 
not onely to draw thee to commit that 


fin, but to ruine thy faith, and ſo rob 


thee of all good and benefit by Jeſus 
Chriſt. This was his defign in fifting Pe- 
ter 3 and chis the Lord Chriſt forelaw, 
_ and therefore tells Peter, 1 have prayed 
for theethat thy faith fail not. And hence 
it is that the Apoſtle exhorteth us, 


F>h.6.16, Above all to take the ſhield of faith, 


wherewith we ſhall be able toquench all 


the fiery darts of the wicked. Every grace 
is 
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is of uſe in this combate. but faith is a- 
bove all. This is the vitory that over- 
comes, even our Faith. Faith hath two 
hands, a receiving hand and a working 
kand.and the receiving fand 1eleiveth 
the working hand; the receiving hand 
fetchethin from Chriſt , the working 
hand improveth it for © hriſtz in temp- 
tation the receiving hand fetchethin 
ſtrength and ſuccour, and the working 
hand uſeth this ſtrength whereby we 
conquerzcould we but beleive » Satan 
could never hurt us ; for then in our 
greateſt conflicts the Lord Chriſt 
would help us. There are eight things 
we ſhould exerciſe our Faith upon in 
temptations. 1. Believe the great cfh- 
cacy of the blood and Crots of Chrilt 
to quench temptations. 2. Believe that 
thou haſt intereſt in all the fulnefs and 
merits of Chriſt , and ſay when thou 
art in temptation, Chriſt is my wiſclom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanFification and redem p- 
tion. 3, Believe that when thou art in 
Satans hands, Satan is then in God« 
hands. 4.B«lieve that the promiſesrun 
with the ſweeteſt ſlreams, when Satan 
raiſeth the greateſt tormes. 5. Believe 
v hat 
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what ſpiritual aſſiſtance there are at 
hand, to help and incourage us in the 
combarezthe love of God, the grace of 
Chriſt,the power of the fpirit,and be- 
" oP: , [ides all this, te good Angels guard us 
* by Gods commiſſion,when the bad An- 
gels moleſt us by Gods permiſſion. 
Hcb 2.19 6. Beleive that the Lord Chriſt hath 
and 1-1*- Jearned to have compaſſion, by his own 
tryal in the day of his humiliaticn. 
| uk.3. 32 7.Beleive thar while we are conflicting 
10,17-15» On earth with the tempter,Chriſt is in- 
tercecding for us in heaven with the 
Father. 8.Þeleive the glorious recom- 
pencesthar are appointed for all ſuch 
as overcome when they are tempted ; 
Rev.2.24 to bim that overcomes will I giveto fit with me 
and 3. 12 077 my thrones ] alſo overcame and am ſet down 


with my father on his throme.Rev.3.21. Be thu 
faithful unto deatb,and I will give thee acrown 


' of life, Rev. 2.10. Now then it when 
I am tempted much, truſt much 3 it | 
turn times of tempration into times of 
beleiving. !hen do I walkwiſely in temp- 
24754 And thusI have done with this 
{10 of walking wilely,and that 
| by pes 
,:'» you and me v9 pray f-- :» 7 
"Taal wiſdom. that | 
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